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A very modest woman, she
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Damarkurung lantern artist Masmundari still goes strong at 100
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mundari started painting 1.l-"lll1
the cquipment left behind by
her late father, imitating hiy
basic sivle. When she sold het
Works ey were more I
demand than the products of
other lantern artists of thal
time. People said Masmundari's
paintings were more refined.

Eventually, Masmundari es-
tablished hersell as a damar-
kurung painter. An artist from
Gresik, Imang AW, was lates
attracted by her pictures. He
then introduced her to more
modern materials and instru-
ments. And it was Imang who
took her to Jakarta's Bentara
Budava exhibition center for a
successiul display

Thereafter, she began to be
recognized not only in Gresik
but also across the countiry,
with more and more exhibi-
tions ahead. Masmundari's
works have now become part
of the collections of art enthu-
siasts both here-and abroad.

Mazsmundari's lanterns have
their own characteristics. She
has had the courage to depart
from standard themes. Nor-
mally, damarkurung patterns
are related to Gresik's history,
the legend of Anglingdharma

and wayang episcdes. Her
pictures, while retaining
some classic decigns, have
included current events like

parties, busy roads
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